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About QS Higher Ed Summit:  
Asia Pacific Conference and Exhibition

From 4-6 November, we will explore how universities in Asia Pacific can inspire success across 
generations by nurturing an environment for skill development and research for the betterment 
of us all.

Now in its 21st year, the Summit is Asia Pacific’s leading platform for collaboration and innovation in 
higher education. This year’s Summit will feature forward-thinking conversations on the future of 
education, offer networking and partnership development opportunities, and best practice workshops.

For over two decades, we’ve brought together university leaders, sector and business experts, and 
government officials – in 2025, we will gather 2,000 people in the South Korean capital to drive 
positive change. 

Acknowledgements

We express our most sincere gratitude to the following organisations and individuals who contributed 
significantly toward the successful organisation of QS Higher Ed Summit: Asia Pacific 2025. 
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About the Host - Korea University

Korea University (KU) is a prestigious and pioneering institution in higher education, recognized not 
only as one of South Korea’s leading universities with a legacy of excellence since its founding in 
1905, but a top world university. Renowned for its rigorous academics and commitment to shaping 
future leaders, KU offers a diverse range of undergraduate and graduate programs across multiple 
disciplines. The university comprises the College of Liberal Arts, College of Science, College of 
Engineering, Business School, College of Law, and various specialized graduate schools.

With an innovative curriculum that blends experiential learning, advanced research, and strong 
industry collaborations, KU provides students with a comprehensive and future-focused education. 
The University also fosters a vibrant campus culture through dynamic student organizations, global 
initiatives, and cultural exchanges.

KU is a hub for cutting-edge research and innovation, with faculty and researchers actively engaged 
in groundbreaking projects that contribute to scientific advancements and address global challenges. 
Its strong international partnerships further enrich academic experiences, enabling student and 
faculty exchanges that broaden perspectives and foster global collaboration.

By promoting a culture of academic excellence, creativity, and leadership, Korea University empowers 
students to become responsible global citizens, driving positive change in their communities 
and beyond.
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Welcome Message from Host: Korea University

Dear Distinguished Guests,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to 
the QS Higher Ed Summit: Asia Pacific 2025 
at Korea University, especially as we mark a 
historic milestone —our 120th anniversary. 
Since it was founded in 1905, Korea University 
has been at the forefront of academic 
excellence, research innovation, and global 
engagement, shaping generations of leaders 
and scholars.

As one of the world’s premier institutions, 
Korea University is deeply committed to 
educational excellence, groundbreaking 
research, and meaningful global collaboration. 
Our campus fosters a dynamic intellectual 
community where tradition and innovation 
intersect to address not only today’s challenges 
but also those of the future. Through strong 
partnerships with universities and institutions 
worldwide, we continue to advance higher 
education and contribute to the progress of 
knowledge and society.

Hosting the QS Higher Ed Summit: Asia Pacific 
during this milestone year is both an honour and 
an invaluable opportunity to engage in critical 
discussions on the future of higher education 
in our region. The QS Higher Ed Summit: 
Asia Pacific plays a pivotal role in shaping the 
educational landscape, bringing together 
distinguished scholars, university leaders, and 
industry experts to share insights and drive 
meaningful change. We hope this summit 
will serve as a platform for inspiring dialogue, 
fostering new collaborations, and exchanging 
ideas that will shape the next era of higher 
education.

I encourage each of you to take full advantage 
of this event — engage in discussions, explore 
new perspectives, and build connections that 
will contribute to the collective advancement of 
higher education.

On behalf of Korea University, I extend our 
warmest welcome. May you have a truly 
enriching experience at the summit while 
immersing yourself in the unique history and 
spirit of our university. Together, let us envision 
and build the future of education.

 
Professor Dong-One KIM 
President 
Korea University (KU)
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Programme Overview
Theme:  
Advancing Generational Potential: Skills and Partnerships in the Asia Pacific

Within universities is the opportunity to not only realise the potential of this generation of students, 
but the potential of establishing systems that set up future generations’ and institutions’ success. As 
institutions that can span centuries of existence, universities are some of the few organisations that 
can establish these systems, oversee them and adapt them. With the world of work and the future 
of skills, as well as global challenges, universities will also need to harness their reputation to boost 
collaboration and connection.

The 2025 QS Higher Ed Summit: Asia Pacific will explore how universities in the region can inspire 
success across generations both for themselves and their students and communities. The summit 
will feature forward-thinking conversations on the future of education, emphasizing the role of 
universities in fostering inclusive growth and excellence. Participants will engage in collaborative 
discussions and workshops aimed at setting new benchmarks for success. By focusing on the 
potential of both institutions and students, the summit seeks to inspire a new era of empowerment 
and achievement, paving the way for a future that realises the full promise of the Asia Pacific’s vibrant 
educational sector.

Tracks 
Transformational Leadership in Challenging Times (Opening Panel on Partnerships/Skills)

This high-level panel brings together higher education leaders to explore what transformational 
leadership really looks like in times of adversity. How can institutions remain mission-driven, forward-
thinking, and resilient when resources are limited? What does it take to foster innovation not just in 
strategy, but in culture, governance, and day-to-day decision-making? Through candid reflections 
and practical insights, this session will uncover how leaders are navigating today’s volatility, while 
laying the groundwork for a stronger, more adaptive future in higher education.

T1: The Future of Student Recruitment in an AI-Driven World (Recruitment/Technology) 
AI is reshaping every stage of student recruitment, from how prospective students research 
universities to how institutions engage and admit them. This panel explores the evolving role of AI in 
decision-making, personalised outreach, and admissions workflows, and examines the essential skills 
recruitment teams will need to stay effective and relevant in an AI-driven future.

T2: Meeting the Global Green Talent Demand (Skills/Partnerships) 
Companies, now more than ever, want employees who can bring sustainable solutions to the 
workplace. According to LinkedIn, the size of the green talent pool needs to be doubled by 2050 — 
at a bare minimum — to keep pace with projected demand.

This panel explores how higher education institutions can play a pivotal role in closing the green skills 
gap, by rethinking curricula, fostering cross-disciplinary learning, and aligning with industry needs. 
With insights from global and Latin American perspectives, we’ll examine how universities can equip 
the next generation not just with knowledge, but with the mindset and capabilities to lead the green 
transition. The question isn’t just how to meet demand but how to shape it.
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T3: Prioritising Quality Research for University Excellence (Performance/Research) 
Universities and researchers face the ongoing challenge of aligning research evaluation with both 
productivity and the pursuit of high-quality, impactful scholarship.

This panel discussion will explore how universities can prioritise quality research as a cornerstone of 
institutional excellence. Panellists will consider strategies for fostering a culture of research integrity, 
supporting interdisciplinary collaboration, and aligning research priorities with societal needs. The 
session will also address the challenges of balancing research output with impact, as well as the role 
of leadership and policy in sustaining excellence. By highlighting diverse perspectives, the discussion 
aims to spark ideas on how universities can strengthen their global standing through a commitment 
to research quality.

T4: The Asian Tigers: The Roar of a New Big Four? (Recruitment) 
The ‘Asian Tigers’ – Hong Kong, Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan – are emerging as powerful 
players in the international student recruitment market, challenging the dominance of traditional 
Big Four destinations. This panel explores how each country is approaching internationalisation, the 
unique drivers shaping their strategies, and whether their momentum signals the rise of a new global 
powerhouse in higher education.

T5: Inclusive Institutions, Exceptional Outcomes (Performance/Sustainability) 
Universities in Asia Pacific that actively champion inclusivity gain a significant global advantage by 
adopting diverse perspectives and creating equitable opportunities. This session explores how 
cultivating inclusive learning environments can strengthen institutional outcomes.

This panel explores how truly inclusive institutions unlock exceptional outcomes by fostering 
environments where diverse perspectives thrive, and by breaking down barriers between the 
campus and the communities they serve. We’ll examine how universities can embed inclusion across 
the board, while building meaningful, two-way relationships with local and global communities, 
students and staff. In 2025 and beyond, the measure of excellence is defined by the ability to create 
equitable access, shared purpose, and mutually beneficial impact.



Day 1: Tuesday, 4 Nov 2025

Time (Seoul, 
South Korea)

09:00 - 
09:30

09:30 - 
10:00

10:00 - 
10:30

10:30 - 
11:00

11:00 - 
11:30

11:30 - 
12:00

12:00 - 
12:30

12:30 - 
13:00

13:00 - 
13:30

13:30 - 
14:00

14:00 - 
14:30

14:30 - 
15:00

15:00 - 
15:30

15:30 - 
16:00

16:00 - 
16:30

16:30 - 
17:00

17:00 - 
17:30

17:30 - 
18:00

18:00 - 
18:30

18:30 - 
19:00

19:00 - 
19:30

19:30 - 
20:00

Plenary:  
Inchon Memorial 
Hall Auditorium 
 
[Recorded]

09:00-10:00
Registration & Breakfast

10:00-11:00
Opening Ceremony:
(Cultural Performance | 

Welcome Remarks |
Guest-of-Honour Keynote | 

Opening Keynote)

11:00-11:30
Opening 

Presentation
The Future 
of Higher 

Education & 
Workforce in 
Asia and the 

Pacific
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APAC Welcome Dinner
(Swiss Grand)

18:00 - 20:30

Breakout Room 1: 
SK Future Hall 
3F - #101 
 
[Live Streamed]

12:00-13:00
Opening Panel

Transformational Leadership 
in Challenging Times

14:00-15:00
[Panel by Korea University]

Building a Sustainable 
Asian Community through 

Education 

15:00-16:00
Panel Session

Meeting the Global Green 
Talent Demand

Breakout Room 2:  
SK Future Hall 
3F - #102 
 
[Live Streamed]

12:00-13:00
Panel Session

The Future of Student 
Recruitment in an AI-Driven 

World

14:00-15:00
Panel Session

Regional Partnerships to Build 
Next-Generation Skills

15:00-15:30
Presentation

AI in Higher 
Education: 

Global 
Trends and 

Strategies for 
Institutional 

Success

15:30-16:00
Insights 

Demo
Quantifying 

Your 
Institution’s AI 

Capability

Breakout Room 3:  
SK Future Hall 
3F - #103 
 
[Live Streamed]

12:00-13:00
Spotlight Sessions 

(Innovation)

14:00-15:00
Panel Session

Higher Education as an Engine 
for Societal and Economic 

Transformation

15:00-15:30
Masterclass 

Session
Seizing the 

Opportunity: 
Internation-
alisation in 
a World in 
Transition

15:30-16:00
Insights 

Demo
The Analytics 

Revolution: See 
Your University 

Like Never 
Before

Breakout Room 4: 
SK Future Hall 
3F - #313 
 
[Live Session only]

12:00-13:00 
GME Panel

Business Education in Asia 
Today: What’s Changing and 

What Still Matters?

15:00-16:00 
GME Panel

Next-Gen Admissions: How 
Asian Business Schools Can 

Stay Relevant

Exhibition Hall:  
SK Future Hall 
1F + B1F

13:00-14:00
Lunch Break

16:00-16:30
Coffee Break

Campus Tour:  
SK Future Hall 
Korea University 
Booth

14:00-15:00 
Route 1: Humanities 

Campus West

15:00-16:00 
Route 2: Humanities 

Campus East

QS Demo Lounge:  
SK Future Hall 
1F - Zone B 
(Stairs)

13:30-14:00
Lunch & 

Learn: QS 
Reputation 

Manager

16:00-16:30
Insights 

Demo
The Analytics 

Revolution: See 
Your University 

Like Never 
Before

Networking 
Lounge: 
SK Future Hall 
BF - #113

12:00-13:30
Delegate Networking: 1-2-1 

Appointment Scheduling via Event App

13:30-15:00
QS Stars User Community

15:00-16:30
Delegate Networking: 1-2-1 

Appointment Scheduling via Event App

Information correct as at 25 October 2025. You may view the most updated live agenda on our website or the Event App

Overview
Main Programme QS-Led Sessions QS GME Sessions QS Workshops QS Analytics / Stars Community Campus TourDelegate NetworkingSponsored Panels

Access Live Agenda

https://qshesummits.com/asia-pacific/2025-agenda/
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Day 2: Wednesday, 5 Nov 2025

Time (Seoul, 
South Korea)

09:00 - 
09:30

09:30 - 
10:00

10:00 - 
10:30

10:30 - 
11:00

11:00 - 
11:30

11:30 - 
12:00

12:00 - 
12:30

12:30 - 
13:00

13:00 - 
13:30

13:30 - 
14:00

14:00 - 
14:30

14:30 - 
15:00

15:00 - 
15:30

15:30 - 
16:00

16:00 - 
16:30

16:30 - 
17:00

17:00 - 
17:30

17:30 - 
18:00

18:00 - 
18:30

18:30 - 
19:00

19:00 - 
19:30

19:30 - 
20:00

Plenary:  
Inchon Memorial 
Hall Auditorium 
 
[Recorded]

Not in use

Breakout Room 1: 
SK Future Hall 
3F - #101 
 
[Live Streamed]

09:30-10:30
[Panel by Taylor’s University]

AI + Campus = Personalised 
Learning For a Hyper-

Connected Future

11:00-12.00
Panel Session

The Asian Tigers: The Roar of a 
New Big Four?

12.00-13:00
Insights Session

 Expectation vs. Experience: 
Tracking the International 

Student Journey

14.00-15:00
Presentation & Panel

How Universities are Shaping 
ASEAN’s Tomorrow

15:00-16:00
[Panel by University of 

Queensland]
Knowledge Leadership across 

Asia Pacific: Partnering for 
Social Impact

16:30-17:30
Workshop

How To Prepare Your 
University For The QS World 

University Rankings

17:30-18:30
Presentation

QS World University Rankings 
Asia 2026: A Deep Dive Into 

Trends & Analysis

Breakout Room 2:  
SK Future Hall 
3F - #102 
 
[Live Streamed]

09:30-
10:00

Presentation
The Student 
Shortage Is 
Coming: Are 
You Ready to 
Navigate the 

Demographic 
Cliff?

10:00-10:30
Fireside 

Chat
Korean Cool: 
Pop Culture’s 
Pull on Higher 

Education

11:00-12.00
[Panel by The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University]
Future-Proofing Higher 

Education: Cultivating Critical 
Thinkers in a Tech-Driven Era

12.00-13:00
[Panel by King Saud 

University]
Elevating Local Roots to 
Global Reach in Higher 

Education

14.00-14:30
Presentation

QS World 
University 
Rankings: 

Sustainability 
2026 Preview

14:30-15:00
Insights 

Demo
The Analytics 

Revolution: See 
Your University 

Like Never 
Before

15:00-16:00
Panel Session

Cultivating Innovators: 
Building Entrepreneurial 

Mindsets in Higher Education

16:30-17:30
[Panel by United Arab 
Emirates University]

Green & Global Experiential 
Learning Models

17:30-18:30
Panel Session

International Education as a 
Soft Power

Breakout Room 3:  
SK Future Hall 
3F - #103 
 
[Live Streamed]

09:30-10:30
Panel Session

Prioritising Quality Research 
for University Excellence

11:00-12.00
 Insights Deep Dive
Philippines Keynote and 

Insights Deep Dive

12:00-12:30
Fireside 

Chat
Going Global, 

Staying 
Green: Can 

Universities Do 
Both?

12:30-13:00
Masterclass
Social Mobility 

and the 
University 
Mission: 

Advancing the 
Public Good

14:00 - 15:00
Spotlight Session

(Skills and Learning)

15:00-15:30
Spotlight 
Session

(Partnerships)

15:30-16:00
Spotlight 
Session 

(Research 
Impact)

16:30-17:00
Masterclass

Research to 
Reputation: 

Driving Global 
Impact

17:00-17:30
Fireside 

Chat
Branding and 
Reputation in 
a Changing 

World

17:30-18:00
Spotlight 
Session 

(Student 
Recruitment)

18:00-18:30
Spotlight 
Session 

(Sustainability)

Breakout Room 4: 
SK Future Hall 
3F - #313 
 
[Live Session only]

09:30-10:30
GME Panel

Built for Business? Rethinking 
Business School Value in the 

Skills Economy

11:00-12:00
GME Panel

One School, Two Worlds 
– What Business Schools 

Learn From Bridging Asia and 
Europe

12:00-13:00
GME Panel

What Keeps MBA Directors Up 
at Night?

14:00-15:00
GME Panel

Accreditation in Action: How 
Business Schools Drive Global 

Standards

15:00-16:00
GME Panel

From Difference to Advantage: 
Building Shared Futures 

Through Global Collaboration

16:30-17:30
GME Panel

Why the Case Method Matters 
More Than Ever

17:30-18:30
Presentation

QS Global MBA and Business 
Master’s Rankings 2026: Deep 

Dive Into Asia Pacific Trends

Exhibition Hall:  
SK Future Hall 
1F + B1F

10:30-11:00
Coffee Break

13:00-14:00
Lunch Break

16:00-16:30
Coffee Break

Campus Tour:  
SK Future Hall 
Korea University 
Booth

11:00-12:00 
Route 3: Museum Tour

14:00-15:00 
Route 1: Humanities 

Campus West

QS Demo Lounge:  
SK Future Hall 
1F - Zone B 
(Stairs)

10:30-11:00
Insights 

Deep Dive
Insights Deep 

Dive: China

16:00-16:30
Insights 

Demo
The Analytics 

Revolution: See 
Your University 

Like Never 
Before

Networking 
Lounge: 
SK Future Hall 
BF - #113

09:30-13:30
Delegate Networking: 1-2-1 Appointment Scheduling via Event App

13:30-15:00
TBC

14:30-16:30
Delegate Networking: 1-2-1 Appointment Scheduling via Event App

Information correct as at 25 October 2025. You may view the most updated live agenda on our website or the Event App

Main Programme QS-Led Sessions QS GME Sessions QS Workshops QS Analytics / Stars Community Campus TourDelegate NetworkingSponsored Panels

Access Live Agenda

https://qshesummits.com/asia-pacific/2025-agenda/
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Day 3: Thursday, 6 Nov 2025

Time (Seoul, 
South Korea)

09:00 - 
09:30

09:30 - 
10:00

10:00 - 
10:30

10:30 - 
11:00

11:00 - 
11:30

11:30 - 
12:00

12:00 - 
12:30

12:30 - 
13:00

13:00 - 
13:30

13:30 - 
14:00

14:00 - 
14:30

14:30 - 
15:00

15:00 - 
15:30

15:30 - 
16:00

16:00 - 
16:30

16:30 - 
17:00

17:00 - 
17:30

17:30 - 
18:00

18:00 - 
18:30

18:30 - 
19:00

19:00 - 
19:30

19:30 - 
20:00

Plenary:  
Inchon Memorial 
Hall Auditorium 
 
[Recorded]

14:15-15.30
Closing Ceremony:

(Closing Keynote | Closing Remarks | 
Handover to 2026 Host)

END OF EVENT

Breakout Room 1: 
SK Future Hall 
3F - #101 
 
[Live Streamed]

09:30-
10:00

Opening 
Keynote

Resilience as 
the Foundation 
for Tomorrow’s 

Global 
Changemakers

10:00-10:30
Insights Deep 

Dive
Insights Deep 

Dive: Korea

11:00-12:00
[Panel by BINUS University]

AI, Knowledge, and the 
Future of Humanity: A Time of 

Transformation

12:00-13:00
Presentation

QS WUR: Asia & QS Stars 
Awards Ceremony

Breakout Room 2:  
SK Future Hall 
3F - #102 
 
[Live Streamed]

09:30-10:30
Panel Session

  Inclusive Institutions; 
Exceptional Outcomes

11:00-12:00
[Panel by Khalifa University]

Strategic Collaboration as a 
Growth Strategy for Higher 

Education

12:00-13:00
[Panel by Universidad 
Europea de Madrid] 

From Talent Development 
to Innovation: Real Madrid 

and Universidad Europea de 
Madrid in Conversation

Breakout Room 3:  
SK Future Hall 
3F - #103 
 
[Live Streamed]

09:30-10:30
Panel Session

Fostering Global South-South 
Partnerships for Collective 

Development

11:00-12:00
Workshop

Turning Data into Strategy: 
Leveraging Asia-Pacific 

Student Insights for Smarter 
Recruitment

12:00-13:00
[Workshop by CityU Hong 

Kong]
How AI is Transforming 

Communication and Society

Breakout Room 4: 
SK Future Hall 
3F - #313 
 
[Live Session only]

09:30-10:30
Workshop

QS Partner Discovery: 
Exploring Challenges 

and Strategies for Global 
Partnerships

11:00-12:30
Workshop

Beyond the Students Lens: Reputation 
Building in Higher Education

Exhibition Hall:  
SK Future Hall 
1F + B1F

10:30-11:00
Coffee Break

13:00-14:00
Lunch Break

Campus Tour:  
SK Future Hall 
Korea University 
Booth

11:00-12:00 
Route 2: Humanities 

Campus East

12:00-13:00 
Route 3: Museum Tour

QS Demo Lounge:  
SK Future Hall 
1F - Zone B 
(Stairs)

10:30-11:00
Insights 

Deep Dive
Insights Deep 

Dive: India

13:30-14:00
Workshop

Branding Your 
University 
for Global 
Success

Networking 
Lounge: 
SK Future Hall 
BF - #113

09:30-14:00
Delegate Networking: 1-2-1 Appointment Scheduling via Event App

Information correct as at 25 October 2025. You may view the most updated live agenda on our website or the Event App

Main Programme QS-Led Sessions QS GME Sessions QS Workshops QS Analytics / Stars Community Campus TourDelegate NetworkingSponsored Panels

Access Live Agenda

https://qshesummits.com/asia-pacific/2025-agenda/
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How universities are shaping 
ASEAN’s tomorrow
Explore the latest insights on the impact of higher 
education, skills, employability and sustainability in 
the ASEAN region. 

Skills and employability alignment could 
generate US$900bn

Our new report explores: 

• Where do ASEAN countries 
stand in the global higher 
education sector?

• Where do employers report 
skills gaps?

• How can institutions, 
governments and businesses 
prepare for the future of work?

Register now and be the first to 
receive the insights.

How universities 
are shaping 
ASEAN’s 
tomorrow 
The impact of higher education, skills, 
employability and sustainability
© QS Quacquarelli Symonds, 2025
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QS Asia Pacific 2025 Program

QS Higher Ed Summit: APAC 2025

Advancing Generational Potential: Skills and Partnerships in the Asia Pacific

Conference Day 1: Tuesday, 4 Nov 2024, 09:00 to 20:30 (Korea Time, GMT +9) 

SK Future Hall, Korea University, Seoul

09:00-
10:00 Registration

Inchon Memorial Hall Auditorium, Korea University, Seoul

10:00-
11:00 Opening Ceremony: (Cultural Performance | Welcome Remarks |Guest-of-Honour Keynote | Opening Keynote)

11:00-
11:30 Opening Presentation: The Future of Higher Education & Workforce in Asia and the Pacific

Breakout Room 1:  
SK FH 3F-#101

Breakout Room 2:  
SK FH 3F - #102

Breakout Room 3:  
SK FH 3F - #103

Breakout Room 4:  
SK FH 3F - #313

12:00-
13:00

Panel: Transformational 
Leadership in Challenging 

Times

Panel: The Future of 
Student Recruitment in an 

AI-Driven World

Spotlight Sessions: 
Innovation

GME Panel: Business 
Education in Asia Today: 

What’s Changing and 
What Still Matters?

SK Future Hall,  
Korea University, Seoul

QS Demo Lounge:  
SK FH 1F - Zone B

Networking Lounge:  
SK FH BF - #113

13:00-
14:00 Lunch Break Lunch & Learn: QS Reputation 

Manager
13:30-
15:00 QS Stars User Community

Breakout Room 1: SK FH 3F-#101 Breakout Room 2: SK FH 3F - #102 Breakout Room 3: SK FH 3F - #103

14:00-
15:00

Panel: Building a Sustainable Asian 
Community through Education 

[Panel by Korea University]

Panel: Regional Partnerships to 
Build Next-Generation Skills

Panel: Higher Education as an 
Engine for Societal and Economic 

Transformation

Breakout Room 1:  
SK FH 3F-#101

Breakout Room 2:  
SK FH 3F - #102

Breakout Room 3:  
SK FH 3F - #103

Breakout Room 4:  
SK FH 3F - #313

15:00-
15:30

Panel: Meeting the Global 
Green Talent Demand

Presentation: AI in 
Higher Education: Global 
Trends and Strategies for 

Institutional Success

Masterclass: Seizing 
the Opportunity: 

Internationalisation in a 
World in Transition

GME Panel: Next-Gen 
Admissions: How Asian 
Business Schools Can 

Stay Relevant15:30-
16:00

Insights Demo: 
Quantifying Your 

Institution’s AI Capability

Insights Demo: The 
Analytics Revolution: See 
Your University Like Never 

Before

Exhibition Hall: SK Future Hall Level 1 + Basement QS Demo Lounge: SK FH 1F - Zone B

16:00-
16:30 Coffee Break (PM) Insights Demo: The Analytics Revolution:  

See Your University Like Never Before

APAC Summit Welcome Dinner
(Swiss Grand Hotel Seoul)

18:00-
20:30

Cultural Performance 
Mayor’s Speech 

QS WUR 2026: Asia Rankings Announcement

Information correct as at 25 October 2025. You may view the 
most updated live agenda on our website or the Event App Access Live Agenda

https://qshesummits.com/asia-pacific/2025-agenda/
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Conference Day 2: Wednesday, 5 Nov 2025 09:30 to 18:30 (Korea Time, GMT +9) 

Breakout Room 1:  
SK FH 3F-#101

Breakout Room 2:  
SK FH 3F - #102

Breakout Room 3:  
SK FH 3F - #103

Breakout Room 4:  
SK FH 3F - #313

9:30-
10:00

Panel: AI + Campus = 
Personalised Learning 

For a Hyper-Connected 
Future

[Panel by Taylor’s 
University]

Presentation: The Student 
Shortage Is Coming: Are 

You Ready to Navigate the 
Demographic Cliff?

Panel: Prioritising Quality 
Research for University 

Excellence

GME Panel: Built for 
Business? Rethinking 

Business School Value in 
the Skills Economy10:00-

10:30

Fireside Chat: Korean 
Cool: Pop Culture’s Pull on 

Higher Education

Breakout Room 1:  
SK FH 3F-#101

Breakout Room 2:  
SK FH 3F - #102

Breakout Room 3:  
SK FH 3F - #103

Breakout Room 4:  
SK FH 3F - #313

11:00-
12:00

Panel: The Asian Tigers: 
The Roar of a New Big 

Four?

Panel: Future-Proofing 
Higher Education: 
Cultivating Critical 

Thinkers in a 
Tech-Driven Era 

[Panel by The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University]

Insights Deep Dive: 
Philippines Keynote and 

Insights Deep Dive

GME Panel: One School, 
Two Worlds – What 

Business Schools Learn 
From Bridging Asia and 

Europe

12:00-
12:30 Insights Session: 

Expectation vs. 
Experience: Tracking the 

International Student 
Journey

Panel: Elevating Local 
Roots to Global Reach in 

Higher Education 
[Panel by King Saud 

University]

Fireside Chat: Going 
Global, Staying Green: Can 

Universities Do Both? GME Panel: What Keeps 
MBA Directors Up at 

Night?12:30-
13:00

Masterclass: Social 
Mobility and the University 

Mission: Advancing the 
Public Good

Breakout Room 1:  
SK FH 3F-#101

Breakout Room 2:  
SK FH 3F - #102

Breakout Room 3:  
SK FH 3F - #103

Breakout Room 4:  
SK FH 3F - #313

16:30-
17:00

Workshop: How To 
Prepare Your University 

For The QS World 
University Rankings

Panel: Green & Global 
Experiential Learning 

Models
[Panel by United Arab 
Emirates University]

Masterclass: Research to 
Reputation: Driving Global 

Impact

GME Panel: Why the Case 
Method Matters More 

Than Ever

17:00-
17:30

Fireside Chat: Branding 
and Reputation in a 

Changing World

17:30-
18:00

Presentation: QS World 
University Rankings Asia 
2026: A Deep Dive Into 

Trends & Analysis

Fireside Chat: 
International Education as 

a Soft Power

Spotlight Session: 
Student Recruitment

Presentation: QS Global 
MBA and Business 

Master’s Rankings 2026: 
Deep Dive Into Asia Pacific 

Trends

18:00-
18:30

Spotlight Session: 
Sustainability

Exhibition Hall: SK Future Hall Level 1 + Basement QS Demo Lounge: SK FH 1F - Zone B

10:30-
11:00 Coffee Break (AM) Insights Deep Dive: China

Exhibition Hall: SK Future Hall Level 1 + Basement Networking Lounge: SK FH BF - #113

13:00-
14:00 Lunch Break

13:30-
15:00 TBC

Information correct as at 25 October 2025. You may view the 
most updated live agenda on our website or the Event App Access Live Agenda

https://qshesummits.com/asia-pacific/2025-agenda/
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Conference Day 3: Thursday 6 Nov 2025, 09:30 to 15:30 (Korea Time, GMT +9) 

Breakout Room 1:  
SK FH 3F-#101

Breakout Room 2:  
SK FH 3F - #102

Breakout Room 3:  
SK FH 3F - #103

Breakout Room 4:  
SK FH 3F - #313

9:30-
10:00

Opening Keynote: 
Resilience as the 
Foundation for 

Tomorrow’s Global 
Changemakers

Panel: Inclusive 
Institution; Exceptional 

Outcomes

Panel: Fostering 
Global South-South 

Partnerships for Collective 
Development

Workshop: QS Partner 
Discovery: Exploring 

Challenges and Strategies 
for Global Partnerships

10:00-
10:30 Insights Deep Dive: Korea

Breakout Room 1:  
SK FH 3F-#101

Breakout Room 2:  
SK FH 3F - #102

Breakout Room 3:  
SK FH 3F - #103

Breakout Room 4:  
SK FH 3F - #313

11:00-
12:00

Panel: AI, Knowledge, and 
the Future of Humanity: A 

Time of Transformation 
[Panel by BINUS 

University]

Panel: Strategic 
Collaboration as a Growth 

Strategy for Higher 
Education

[Panel by Khalifa 
University]

Workshop: Turning Data 
into Strategy: Leveraging 

Asia-Pacific Student 
Insights for Smarter 

Recruitment

Workshop: Beyond the 
Students Lens: Reputation 

Building in Higher 
Education

12:00-
12:30

Presentation: QS WUR: 
Asia & QS Stars Awards 

Ceremony

Panel: From Talent 
Development to 

Innovation: Real Madrid 
and Universidad Europea 

de Madrid in Conversation 
[Panel by Universidad 
Europea de Madrid]

Workshop: How 
AI is Transforming 

Communication and 
Society

[Workshop by CityU Hong 
Kong]

12:30-
13:00

Exhibition Hall: SK Future Hall Level 1 + Basement QS Demo Lounge: SK FH 1F - Zone B

10:30-
11:00 Coffee Break (AM) Insights Deep Dive: India

Exhibition Hall: SK Future Hall Level 1 + Basement QS Demo Lounge: SK FH 1F - Zone B

13:00-
14:00 Lunch Break Workshop:  

Branding Your University for Global Success

Inchon Memorial Hall Auditorium, Korea University, Seoul

14:15-
15:30 Closing Ceremony: (Closing Keynote | Closing Remarks | Handover to 2026 Host)

Information correct as at 25 October 2025. You may view the 
most updated live agenda on our website or the Event App Access Live Agenda

https://qshesummits.com/asia-pacific/2025-agenda/
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Keynote Speakers’ Biography

Dr Kazuo Yano 
CEO of Happiness Planet 
Fellow of Hitachi  

Speaking On: Opening Keynote

Biography: Graduated with a Master’s degree 
in Physics from Waseda University in 1984 
and joined Hitachi, Ltd. In 1993, achieved the 
world’s first successful room temperature 
operation of a single-electron memory, paving 
the way for room temperature operation 
of nanodevices. From 2004, led the world 
in big data collection and utilization. The 
multipurpose AI developed was applied in 
logistics, finance, railways, and other fields, 
driving the industrial application of AI.

In 2020, founded Happiness Planet, Ltd. and 
assumed the position of CEO to commercialize 
technologies for enhancing well-being through 
data utilization. Successfully developed the 
world’s first “AI with creativity” based on 
quantum algebra, demonstrating creativity far 
surpassing major AI models such as GPT-
5, and opening the way to deliver creativity 
to everyone.

His research has been cited over 4,500 
times, and he has filed more than 350 patent 
applications. His books include The Invisible 
Hand of Data, The Age of Unpredictability, and, 
most recently, The Trinity Organization.
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Valerie Won Lee  
Global Leader, APAC 
WomenTech Network

Speaking On: Keynote: Resilience as 
the Foundation for Tomorrow’s Global 
Changemakers

Abstract: In this keynote speech, Valerie Won 
Lee explores resilience not as a tool for student 
wellbeing, but as the foundation of tomorrow’s 
global changemakers. Drawing lessons from 
the world’s most challenging environments, 
Valerie shows how true resilience emerges 
through lived adversity. By reframing 
adaptability as a core academic metric, 
universities can empower students to thrive, 
transform communities, and lead with courage 
in uncertainty.

Biography: Valerie Won Lee is the founder of 
World Citizen Artists, Global Leader (APAC) 
at WomenTech Network, and author of 
Social–Impact–Global: Turning Obstacles Into 
Bridges, introducing her SIG framework—
Social, Impact, Global—for authentic cross-
cultural impact. 

She has spent 20+ years collaborating with 
people from 100+ nationalities worldwide. 

Valerie has developed negotiation skills 
representing Fortune 500 companies and 
contributed to fundraising missions for 
Amnesty International, the Pasteur Institute, 
and the Marie Curie Institute, and led 
communications for the UN Global Working 
Group on Big Data for Official Statistics. 

Her platform, World Citizen Artists, attracted 
hundreds of student volunteers from top 
universities, demonstrating how a clear sense 
of purpose and real-world responsibility 
generates exceptional engagement. 

Valerie has shared insights at Bristol University, 
Johns Hopkins Symposium, Ada Lovelace Day, 
WomenTech, and Falmouth University, inspiring 
future changemakers.
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Fatima Alkaabi 
Inventor and Co-founder 
AIEmirati

Speaking On: Closing Keynote

Biography: Fatima Alkaabi is an Emirati inventor 
and Co-Founder of AIEmirati, a venture 
dedicated to merging artificial intelligence 
with culture and creativity. Recognized as 
the youngest inventor in the UAE, she has 
created more than a dozen innovations since 
the age of ten, tackling challenges found 
in her community. Fatima’s work has been 
honored with national recognitions such as 
the UAE Pioneers Medal and the Abu Dhabi 
Award (highest civilian honor in the country), 
along with global awards at international 
conferences and innovation forums. Through 
AIEmirati, she is shaping interactive projects, 
folklore-inspired media, and educational tools 
that make advanced technology accessible 
to youth while celebrating heritage. Fatima 
continues to inspire the next generation of 
innovators by blending creativity, heritage, and 
cutting-edge technology.
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Incheon Memorial Hall
(QS Opening Ceremony)

Anam Subway Station
Exit #3

QS Registration

SK Future Hall
(Booth)

Ilmin Lounge -
5F

(President’s  
Boardroom)

Auditorium
(Breakout Session)

Bus Drop-Off Point Bus Route

Walking Route

Main gate

Level 3

Press 
Room

Third Floor - 3F

Registration Area and Breakout Rooms

Directions from Main Summit Venue –  
SK Future Hall → Plenary (Opening and Closing Ceremony) – Inchon Memorial Hall

Campus Map

Venue Floorplans

Exhibition, F&B and Networking Lounge

Third Floor – 3F
	y Registration
	y Breakout Rooms
	y Live Stream Viewing 
Gallery

	y Speakers’ Rooms

First Floor – 1F
	y Exhibition
	y Food and Beverage
	y Country Pavilions
	y QS Demo Lounge

Basement Floor – BF
	y Exhibition
	y Food and Beverage
	y Networking Lounge
	y QS / Sponsor Meeting 
Rooms

Level 1

C
ATERIN

G
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N
E

C
ATERIN
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E

First Floor - 1F

Level BF

CATERING ZONE

Basement Floor - BF

Exhibition, F&B and QS Demo Lounge
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Welcome Dinner | Swiss Grand Hotel Seoul

Location: 
353 Yeonhui-ro, Seodaemun-gu, Seoul, South Korea

Welcome Dinner 

Tuesday, 4 November 2025 
6.00p.m. to 8.30p.m.

For all guests who have submitted their RSVP for the social 
activity as indicated on the registration page.

Shuttle buses are arranged from Korea University Campus 
to Swiss Grand Hotel Seoul from 4:30pm to 5:30pm – after 
Group Delegate Photo Taking (1 hour travel time)

Shuttle Services will be arranged after dinner to the 
respective summit hotel partners (Novotel Ambssador 
Seoul Dongdaemun & Somerset Palace Seoul) * and to 
Dongdaemun Design Plaza **

*  for hotel guests only 
** for all other delegates

Supported by
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Sponsors

We would like to thank our partners and sponsors for your generous support



QS Higher Ed Summit: Asia Pacific 2025  |  89



Download 
the 
Summit 
App

Check the summit agenda & book your meetings!
Connect with sponsors and fellow delegates.


