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Shifts in Asian intraregional student mobility

~8.5 Million International Students will study abroad in 2030
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Shifts in Asian intraregional student mobility

The ‘Big Four’ are entering a more fragmented, policy-
sensitive phase of their recruitment cycles...

Inbound international student numbers
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Shifts in Asian intraregional student mobility

..wWith Asia emerging as one of the principal beneficiaries of
the divergence in student flows

Inbound international student numbers
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Most of the growth of international students in Asia will be
from intraregional movements

Share of intraregional students: East Asia and Pacific
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Shifts in Asian intraregional student mobility

Intraregional growth from key Asian source markets is set
to far outstrip growth to the ‘Big Four’

5 year CAGR: 2025 to 2030
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Shifts in Asian intraregional student mobility

Biggest intraregional movements in Asia in 2025:
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Intraregional students in Asia will prioritise Business and
STEM subjects for their studies
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Shifts in Asian intraregional student mobility

Students opting for intraregional study in Asia will prioritise
high quality teaching, institutional reputation and ranking

What things are most important to you when choosing a university?

Offers high quality teaching
Good reputation for my chosen subject
Welcoming to international students
Well-ranked
Offers a specific course of interest 41%
Offers scholarships 40%
High graduate employment rate 8%

Very
important

Itis in my preferred town/city/country 32%
Overall reputation of the institution 31% Quite
Good careers service / links to employers 28% important
Affordable course in my chosen subject 25%

Make friends with people from different countries 21%
Affordable university-owned accommodation 20%
Responds quickly to my enquiries 11% Less
Well known or famous alumni 9% important
Friends or family have been to that university 8%
Recommended to me 7%

Source: QS International Student Survey 2026 — Asian students interested in Asia
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